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The city of Hamilton was
represented at the recent
Pasifika Festival held on
Saturday March 10, 2007
at the Western Springs.
The day began with a lot of
excitement among our Fi-
jian youth living in Hamil-
ton. Many of these youths
have never been to the
Pasifika Festival before.
Everyone was excited. We
knew we were all going to
have fun, both the old and
the young. Young ones
were told to wear their best
dress that reminds them of
Fiji. The boys were told to
wear their sulu vakataga
while the girls were asked
to wear their sulu jiaba.
They al look amazing.

The parents and guardians
who supported the group
brought out their Sunday
best as well to join our
young ones. Bright colored
clothes filled the atmos-

phere when we al arrived
at the Fijian village at the
Western Springs. Some got
lost on the way to the Festi-
val but everyone somehow

rendezvous a the Fiji-
tuwawa Stall. The group
were requested to perform
twice, much to their sur-
prise. Everyone had a ball.
They were all proud to rep-
resent Hamilton and per-
formed some amazing Fiji
numbers, by Jese Mucu-
nabitu and Black Rose.
Both performances ended
with a taralala, which both
the dancers and the audi-
ences took part in. It was a
joyous occasion. Everyone
had so much fun. Refresh-
ment was shared with eve-
ryone and many of them
left to go back to Hamilton
with a promise they will
returnin M arch 2008

FIJITUWAWA CONCLUDESFIRST PHASE OF FIJIAN

LANGUAGE CLASS IN HAMILTON

Due to Fijituwawa rel ocat-
ing to Auckland, their last
Fijian Language class was
held at the Waikato Mu-
seum on Friday March
23rd. The class ended with
a kava session, presented
and mixed by Aporosa
Shane, one of the ardent

student of the language
class. There was a total of
6 classes that began with
the history of the Fijian
language , and how the lan-
guage has evolved to what
we use now. The class also
learnt the relationship of
the Fijian language to those

of the Pacific. “The class
was interactive, fun and
engaging,” says Talei,
whose mother is from
Tailevu. Most would like
to join the Auckland
classes, when it resumes in
August. For more informa-
tion call 09 239 1531.



A dream came true for Tarisi
Vunidilo, when her first bi-
lingual book “The Story of
Lapita Pottery” was
launched at the Fiji Museum
where she began her museum
career thirteen years ago. The
Museum Director, Sagale
Buadromo supported the
request to host the launch at
the Museum. Taris and her
family traveled from New
Zealand to visit family, but
aso to attend the book
launch. She was aso excited
to have her father Navitala
(pictured) attending the book
launch. “To be here for the

Ni sa bula vinaka tale mai
noda, Niu Siladi kei na vei-
yasal vuravural Sa da yacova
mai qo na Vulai Kelikeli se
na vula o Mgji, ka sa baci
roro tale mai na draki bata-
bata. Nuitaki ni na garavi vi-
naka tiko na tavi ena
velvanua cava ga eda tiko
kina. Sa ma tekivu tale na

Fijituwawa continues to
feature our Fijians brothers
and sisters who have
achieved their dreams.
Many have to go through
thick and thin to be where
they are today. Nancy
(pictured) is from Nairai,
Lomaiviti and is the daugh-
ter of Maciu and Ro Silo
Ratumaitavuki, who im-
migrated to NZ in the early

book launch is a highlight of
my career,” says Tarisi. She
was emotional when she
thanked her parents for their
love and care to allow her to
be where she is now. “All
those hard times of bringing
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vuli vei ira nalalai vakakina
vel ira navuli torocake. Edua
ga nai vakasala e gole tiko
yani vel ira na gone me ra
gacoya na nodra vuli. Ena
gadrevi talega na noda vei-
tokoni nai tubutubu me ra na
rawa ni ra rawata na ka era
navuca tu me ra na rawata.
Enarawa walega ni ra rawata

60’s. Ro Silo is from Mo-
turiki. Nancy is the Director/
Owner of a business consul-
tancy firm called Nancy
Sheehan &  Associates.
Apart from this role, she also
hold other government roles
in Boards and Councils. She
has an advice for young ones
and that is “ to do your home-
work, develop a good work

Tariss up becomes worth-
while when | see this
achievement unfolds in front
of me, "her father Navitaai
proudly say. Both father and
daughter thank the Almighty
God, Jehovah for his bless-
ings though the vyears of
growing up in Coloisuva.
Tarisi is planning to write
more children’s books and is
working on her second book
now. For those who want to
purchase a copy in Fiji, you
can buy one at the Fiji Mu-
seum. Email Tarisi on
Tarisi@fijituwawa.com or
check Fijituwawa website.

kevaka era na solia dina kina
na yalodra dina. Me kua na
vakawelewele. Me da kua
talega ni guilecava ni tu na
nona veivuke na nona Kaou
Levu ko Jiova, ka na rawa ni
solia vei keda na ka eda
gadreva kevaka eda na kerea
taumada vua. Me nomuni na
kalougatal

ethic and always make your
parents proud .”Vinaka
Nancy!
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Mary hails from Vatukarasa,
Taivugalei, Tailevu Prov-
ince. Her mother is from
Saleaula, Savaii, Samoa.
Mary’s story is very encour-
aging to both the young &
old, in the sense that she
chose a field that is not com-
mon for women to pursue.
She is a Project Engineer,
and now works and lives in
Brisbane, Australia with her
husband Joe-Chang Vuni-
waga. She worked for Fulton
Hogan Ltd, when she was
living in Auckland. Mary be-
gan her primary education in
Fiji before returning to New

August 4th 2007 will be the
first day Fijituwawa will be-
gin its Fijian Language &
Culture at the Oranga Com-
munity Centre. Joint Tutors,
Kali & Taris Vunidilo has
been approached by some
Part Fijians to teach them the
Fijian language. They hope
that many adults who are en-

Kali Vunidilo would liketo
thank those who attended the
Home Ownership Workshop,
held at the Oranga Commu-
nity Center on March 8th. To
those of you who don’t know
Kali, he worked at the Home
Finance Ltd. in their Suva
Office for 5 years. He worked
at the company as a loans
officer. After completing his
Masters Thesis, he was en-
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Zedland and completed her
studies at Auckland Gram-
mar School, UNITEC and
Manukau Institute of Tech-
nology. She is planning to
pursue her Bachelor of En-
gineering.

When Fijituwawa met up with
Mary in Auckland last year, we
found Mary to be a quiet and re-
spectful  young Fijian woman.
She is a great example for young
Fijian girls who aspires to work as
an Engineer. The idea of profil-
ing these Tuwawa profiles is to
allow our young ones to believe
in themselves. Mary’'s advice to
young ones is to remember the
old cliché “study hard!” Com-
pared to the rest of your life,
studying takes up a small fraction
of your life — so we might as well
give it 100%, get it over and done
with and enjoy the lifelong bene-
fits. Vinaka Mary!

rolled are willing to learn so
they can be able to communi-
cate well with their relatives
in Fiji. Most important to
some of them are the learning
of the language so they can
teach their own children.
Some who are enrolled are
married to Fijians, while oth-
ers were brought up within

couraged to assist Fijian
families to buy their own
home. To encourage Fijians
to stop
renting and
invest in a
property.
His main

am is to
encourage
those who

Fijian families but have left
Fiji when they were young.
Some resources has been do-
nated by Sekove Bigitibau, a
Masters Student at Waikato
Uni, and a senior staff mem-
ber of the Ingtitute of Fijian
Language and Culture. If
you are interested to join the
class, call uson 09 2391531.

own a home to come and
share their experiences, so
the ones that are doing this
for the first time can learn
from them. The workshops
are free. There will be more
workshop planned for July
and August. All will take
place at the Oranga Com-
munity, dates will be con-
firmed soon. Call us on 09
2391531 for bookings!
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To watch the performances
of our young Fijian chil-
dren at the recent Pasifika
Festival is a dream come
true to Fijituwawa Direc-
tors, Kai and Tarisi
Vunidilo. It was an emo-
tional time to see the fruits
of al the dance prac-
tices proudly shown
on the day. Dance
choreographer ~ Peni
Seru echoes the same
sentiments. The
young ones were
buzzing so as their
parents. The support
of their parents needs

$ to be acknowledged

again as many of

them also worked hard be-
hind the scene. Many of the
mothers are nurses, and
many work in shifts. To see
most of them on the day
was so encouraging. Now
that the Vunidilo's have
shifted to Auckland, Fijian
dance classes and lan-
guages classes will con-
tinue in the months to
come for Auckland. Kids
and adults who wants to
join the classes to make
sure to contact us on 09
2391531 for bookings and
costs of the classes. There
will be classes for people
of al ages and dance for
both girls and boys. ALL
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ARE WELCOMED!

UPCOMING EVENTS:

FIJIAN WINTER LEC-
TURE SERIES: Last Sat-
urday of June, July and Au-
gust., 3.30pm Auckland
Museum.

Topic 1. Significance of
Tapato Pacific People

Topic 2: Meanings of Tat-
tooing Patterns and De-
signs

Topic 3: The Role of Pot-
tery in Prehistoric Fiji



